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l. BSED leaders have been informed by SMA that they may expeet Reichastag
elesetions in Februsry or Harch 1947, The SED has to decids whether
opr not to psrticipate in the government to be formed at that time.
The results of the Berlin election are expscted to influence the SED
decigion. A number of SED leadera, including Paul Merker, are sald to
favor becoming the opposition party. They point to the scant thanks
the 348D recelved for its efforts in Berlin while the SPD enjoyed great
sucesss by declining all responaibility and appedling to the "uisses
#1111 strongly tainted with the Nagi disease", They claim that Schu-
wacher, by attacking the British and Americens, is paining as many
followers as Hitler did by attacking the Versallles tresabty.

2 Aceording to the same gource; it is doubtfull that the Russisn authori-
%les will allow the SED to baccowe the opposition party. In the event
that the SED does enter a coalition central governmeat following Reichs-
tag elections, it counts oh oblaining two influential portiolics:
Forelgn Affairs and Zabor,
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